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Re-election for ASSMC President postponed until fall 2011
bV Ashley Hagin
---P:ditor-in-Chief

After evaluating and re-evaluating
a case of negative campaigning on
Facebook, the Associated Students
of Saint Mary's College held an
open forum last Wednesday for the

two presidential candidates, juniors
Isaac Morton and Damaris Nielsen.
Following the re-evaluation of the
case and Wedesday's open forum,
a re-election was scheduled for
Thursday and Friday, May 5 and
6. However, according to an email

sent to the student body Thursday by
William Hawley, the Vice President
for Administration, the Election
Committee witnessed concerns
"regarding students logging into
their individual SMCnet account
and allowing others to vote on their

behalf."
The Associated Students decided
that the appropriate plan of action
was to hold a second re-election
in the fall of 2011 to finally decide
who will be the next ASSMC
President.

Cqmmunity takes part in Gaelapalooza festivities

Author discusses
new book on
domestic roles
by Krvsta Worthen
Staff Writer

Saint Mary's is celebrating
40 years of women attending
the College, and as part of that
celebration, author and professor
Stephanie Coontz was brought
to campus to speak about her
new book, Strange Stirrings: The
Feminine Mystique and American
Women at the Dawn of the 1960s.
Coontz is a professor of history
and family studies at Evergreen
State College in Olympia, Washington.
Coontz began her discussion
with a background of Betty
Friedan's book The Feminine
Mystique , which was the driving
force behind her book. Friedan
wrote about the 'strange stirrings'
of housewives at the time as they
questioned their domestic roles,
and this is where Coontz got the
title for her own book. Friedan,
however, did not include anything about African American
women in her book, and failed
to mention certain advances in

present work
at symposium
Max Crowell/COLLEGIAN

Staff Writer

Gaelapalooza rocks Saint Mary's College, see Detour page 6

Poor circulation in residence halls leads to mold
Junior class, Campus Housing work to educate students about mold and mildew
bV Ashley Hagin
Editor-in-Chief

Over the last few semesters,
many students have expressed
concern over what appears to be
mold or mildew growing on the
walls in their dormitories.
Junior Paige Palmer lived
on the first floor of Ageno A
last year. She explained, " [Last
spring,] I went to plug something
into an outlet behind my bed.
Once I pushed my bed away
from the wall , I was shocked to
find a huge collection of mold
spanning about three feet high
and a few inches wide. It was a
combination of green and black
mold and it was covering the
corner of my room right below
where the pillows of my bed
are." Palmer called Residence
Life and had the mold cleaned
up the next day; however, "the

stench of bleach and cleaning
products hung around the room
for about a week." She said she
remembers feeling constantly
sick and run down, which she
contributes to the mold growing
in her room.
Since moving into the Townhouses for her junior year, Palmer has encountered no further
problems with mold.
Junior class president Natalie Silacci says the junior class
is currently working on the
moisture issue with Campus
Housing, in an attempt to make
students aware of the issue and
responsible for their health. She
plans to compile a pamphlet that
would be handed out to residents
in the fall, containing quick tips
to avoid moisture collection and
information on how to report
moisture or mildew to resident
advisors and Facilities Services.

amun

What can students do to keep
their rooms mold-free? Michael
Viola, the Associate Director
of Facilities Services, suggests
opening windows, keeping closet
doors ajar and turning on fans to
promote air circulation.
"[It's] just the nature of living
in a residence hall environment:
you have a lot of people, a lot of
shower taking, [and] oftentimes
students try to make the most out
of room space. One of the problems is people are making great
use of storage space under beds
or in closets, and everything is so
stuffed that air cah't circulate. "
Viola points out that cardboard boxes, which easily collect
moisture, can become "great
food sources" for mold, and
suggests using plastic bins for
storage. He acknowledged the
fact that living with multiple
roommates makes for cramped
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by Gabriella Soqui

living conditions, but advocated
reducing clutter as another way
to reduce the chances of harvesting mold. Furthermore, Viola
recommends that for students
living in the townhouses , using
the exhaust fan over the stove
when cooking and turning on
the fan in the bathrooms during and after showers will help
reduce the amount of moisture
in the rooms.
If a student does encounter
a moisture issue in their room,
specifically in instances where
mildew is visible, Facilities Services sends in a supervisor to assess the situation. Viola explains
that, in most cases, the mold can
simply be sprayed with a disinfectant that kills "a good majority of the molds that are found ."
The· surface is then wiped down

see SYMPOSIUM, p2

see MOLD, p3
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The Honors Program Sympsium was held this past Wednesday
in the Soda Center during community time. The symposium was
an opportunity for the students in
the honors program to showcase
their achievements from the school
year. The symposium included
students from a wide range of
majors: psychology, theology and
religious studies, kinesiology, biology, chemistry, english, politics,
economics, marketing, business,
anthropology, and bio chemistry.
The event took place in two
rooms. The first room was filled
with poster boards of the projects.
The student presenting the particular project stood next to the poster
and answered any questions. The
second room was filled with hors
d'oeuvres and essays. The essays
covered many subjects, including
prostitution and Barbie dolls.
Multiple projects at the symposium furthered the scientific community. One such project was the
"Embryonic and cellular effects
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n enjoyable
our years at
Saint Mary's
've come from a diverse religious background, and while
it wasn't the main deciding factor in
my decision to attend Saint Mary's,
the school's religious strength
coupled with its religious tolerance
was something that appealed to me
when I decided to become a Gael
four years ago. I applaud the greater
Saint Mary's community's efforts to
be an inclusive and wide reaching
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Final
houghts
o doubt my penultimate
editorial has received some
attention of late, a fact that can be
confirmed in the plethora of letters
present in this issue's Opinion section. However, I wish to end my
time at Saint Mary's on a positive
note, and recognize the aspects of

N

environment. It's never perfect, and
we can't pretend that it is. But at the
same time, we cannot afford to let
fundamentalism blind this inclusive
community.
There are those who say the college is losing its Catholic values,
and there are some who say the
College isn't progressive enough.
To anyone who didn't find exactly
what you were looking for here, I
feel pity for you. Of all the things
the greater Saint Mary's application/ admissions process hid from
us as prospective students - (mainly,
the cafeteria food)- I do not believe
that the College's religious beliefs
or liberal arts values were hidden.
I came here expecting a school
founded in a religion (found it) that
welcomed those of all faiths (found
that, too) and that prided itself
on a strong liberal arts teaching
(loved it). If you came and didn't
find what you expected in terms of
the school's religious to inclusivity
balance, and now actively complain

about it, I feel you only have yourself to blame.
We cannot let the College lose
either of these identities, nor can
we continue to paint them as opposing entities. While it is foolish
and wrong to expect the school to
change its religious background
in favor of totally and complete
progressive movements, we cannot silence the GSA or Women's
Resource Center because their
actions or beliefs might not, in the
eyes of every student, mesh with
the Catholic values. We cannot
silence any in religious intolerance
while under the guise of protecting
morality.
If the College is losing its Catholic values, and we feel we should
silence or cut any program that
doesn't 100 percent agree with
the Bible - why are we admitting
students who aren't of strict fundamental Catholic faith? Isn't that the
next logical progression? The core
values of Saint Mary's demand an

inclusive community with respect
for all. These two values - religious
and inclusivity - are not in any
shape or form opposed values, and
only become so in the presence of
fundamentalism. Fundamentalism
in any form is completely against
the Saint Mary's core curriculum
of inclusive community, no matter
what motive we hide it under.
I found exactly what I expected
here. I found a place where I gained
knowledge, spirituality and wisdom. It gave me a path in life and
helped me grow into the person I
am today. I couldn't imagine going
anywhere else and to anyone who
asks me about my Saint Mary's experience I will give glowing praise
to these hallowed halls. And most
of all, I applaud the school's desire
to balance its religious background
and its liberal arts teaching. That,
in my mind, and the mind of many
students, is what makes this place
so great. Thanks for everything,
Saint Mary's.

the school for which I am grateful
and the events, sports teams, and
clubs that have made a great impact
on me personally.
First and foremost, I want to
recognize the tireless work of the
staff and students of the Mission
and Ministry Center. This group
of dedicated individuals works
hard to provide programming,
Masses, and other events that foster
the spiritual lives of our students,
staff, and faculty. Two excellent
living communities have been born
as a result of the MMC staff and
student body, namely, the Lasallian
and Santiago Communities.
I would like to also recognize our
Student Involvement and Leadership department here on campus.
While many of us have had our
issues with this department in
the past, ultimately this group of
dedicated student workers and staff

work hard to provide a multitude
of clubs and organizations on
campus. One such club which has
been newly chartered is the Respect
Life Club, of which I am proud. I
am happy to see the club flourishing and hope that its visibility on
campus will increase in time.
Off campus, we also have a lot to
be thankful for as Gaels. Although
I never managed to study abroad,
many of my friends and classmates
have, and hearing their stories and
the way in which their time abroad
has inspired me to find time in my
schedule to one day visit these
amazing locations all across the
globe. Both our Jan Term travel
courses and our semester-long
study abroad courses are cherished
elements of our college.
One group of workers on campus that I feel can be much underappreciated is our grounds crew.

We get the privilege of studying in
a beautiful environment with wellkept lawns, gardens, flowerbeds,
and trees, and I want to take the
time to thank those workers that
keep our campus looking pristine.
In a more general sense, I want
to thank and be mindful of the
vast number of opportunities on
this campus. Our various majors,
departments, sports, clubs, and
events on campus can be taken
for granted, and I encourage those
yet to graduate to take advantage
of what our school has to offer
with the time you have left. Once
we leave this college our journey
begins, and we can never get this
time back, so please, whether you
are graduating in two weeks or
two years, appreciate Saint Mary's
while you are here, and never allow
yourself to dwell on what could
have been.

SYMPOSIUM: Students present essays at the Symposium
continued from page 1
of energy beverages" by Wayne
Doyle. Doyle injected energy
drinks into the embryonic sacs of
chicken eggs on the third day of
the gestational period. The two energy drinks that were injected into
the eggs were Monster Nitrous and
5 hour energy. Doyle then examined the eggs on the tenth day of
the gestational period. The eggs
that were injected with the 5 hour
energy drink had shorter legs and
'an enlarged beak. The eggs that
were injected with Monster lost
appendages. All of the eggs saw
changes in their actin cytoskel-

eton as well as
embryonic and
cellular effects.
The symposium not only
allowed students to showcase their academic work,
but also gave
the larger
community a
chance to see
what students
have been
studying.

Crime Beat
/29/2011
6:07 p.m.
ncident: Information only.
ynopsis: Non-injury auto v. auto
ccident behind McKeon Pavilion;
eferred to Community Life.

/29/2011
11: 13 p. m.
ncident: Student Handbook Violaion.
ynopsis: Alcohol confiscated in
eckett Hall; referred to Commu'ty Life.
04/30/2011

12:39a.m.

Incident: Student handbook violation.
Synopsis: Alcohol confiscated in De
la Salle; referred to Community Life.

04/30/2011
2:42a.m.
Incident: Information only.
Synopsis: Dispute between students
in Sabatte Hall; referred to Community Life.
04/30/2011
6:59 p.m.
Incident: Malicious mischief.
Synopsis: Vandalism to private prop-

erty in Augustine Hall breezeway
first floor; referred to Community
Life.
05/02/2011
1:25 a.m.
Incident: Information only.
Synopsis: Unauthorized access in
Ferrogiaro Hall; referred to Community Life.
05/02/2011
9:50 p.m.
Incident: Information only.
Synopsis: Possible damage to personal belonging in Guerrieri West;

referred to Community Life.
05/03/2011
4:30 p.m.
Incident: Vandalism and petty theft
of College property.
Synopsis: Room placards taken
off the walls in De La Salle Hall;
referred to Facilities Services.
05/04/2011
9:58 p.m.
Incident: Information only.
Synopsis : Disturbance amongst
neighboring residents in Agena C;
referred to Community Life.
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Groundbreaking for new field and recreation center
bv CaiUin Gravinson
StaffW riter
Gael Athletics will soon see major
improvements in facilities : Saint
Mary's recently announced a $30
million project
to be called The
Athletics and
Recreation Corridor. The project includes a
1,500 seat baseball stadium to
be built on the
current intramural fields; the
current baseball
stadium will be
replaced by a
50,000 squarefoot recreation
center which
will connect to
the Korth Tennis Complex.
The center
will be named
the Joseph L.
Alioto Recreation Center after alumnus and
former mayor of San Francisco. The
center will include a state-of-the-art
8,000 square-foot fitness center, three
full sized courts, two multipurpose
rooms, a climbing wall, a patio and

lawn area for outdoor events, a juice/
snack bar and administrative offices.
There will also be an aquatics center
with a pool that can be divided for
lap swimming and leisure.

will be a great boost for the department. "New facilities will get people
interested and promote healthy
competitive nature. As a lifeguard,
I am excited for a new pool. Now,

lion for the $30 million project. The
Kalmonovitz Chharitable Foundations donated $10 million. The
Syufys were also major contributers.
Senior Dorsey Ek, co-captian of

Tfie Collegian
is looking for
new writers.
Come join us duri
the fall 2011 Academic Year

All are invited to
storyboard meeting
on Mondays at 6pm
in Dante 121.
Feel free to bring
friends and story.
·deas! No experienc
.
IS necessary.
Currently 75 percent of Saint
Mary's students participate in intramural activities. Sophomore Eric
Shide, an intramural sports employee
and lifeguard, said the improvements

the pool gets crowded and the new
center will have more space for students to lounge and for students to
swim laps."
Saint Mary's has raised $21 mil-

the baseball team, said the project will
help the baseball team. "The new stadium is the next step in excellence. It
will level the playing field and help us
compete for a wee championship."

MOLD: Students that encounter mold, moisture face health risks
continued from page 1
and dned, and, Viola says, "It's
usually that simple."
As for the use of bleach, Viola
says, "[it is] not necessarily what
the EPA suggests. We're moving
away from the bleach because the
disinfectant accomplishes more
and it's easier to use, better for
the facility, better for everyone involved. Bleach was a practice that
was used some years back but it's
becoming less and less common.
It is still acceptable, just not as
desirable."
Students who do encounter
mold issues in their rooms face
some health risks. Dr. Ali Rezapour, the Director of the Student
Health and Wellness Center, explains that exposure to mold can
lead to sinus congestion, runny

nose, heavmess m the chest, a
tickling sensation in the throat, ear
popping, loss of hearing, runny
eyes, and sore throat.
While these symptoms may
sound typical of seasonal allergies, Rezapour explains that there
is both a temporal and a spatial
relationship that may indicate
mold as the culprit. Students who
experience symptoms while they
are in the infected area but feel better upon leaving the area may be
experiencing an allergic reaction
to the mold in particular.
The Health and Wellness Center has only encountered a few
cases of confirmed mold-related
illness. In such cases , students
are treated with anti-histamines,
decongestants, bronchodilators,

corticostero1 s, an nasa spray.
Dr. Rezapour explains that
while the Health and Wellness
Center keeps a tally of different
diagnoses, it is extremely hard to
pin down the cause of the illness
unless the patient doesn't improve.
In the end, according to Viola,
molds are inescapable: "They're
everywhere. It's at the time they
become visible that we need to
address it."
Viola and Silacci both indicated a need for better training
for Residence Advisors, as well
as more education for students
concerning the moisture issue.
Viola said, "We are here to take
care of it, we just don't have the
resources to look for it ourselves,
so we really rel y on the RAs

catering .for graduation

•
bistro Jnd c2tering
www.hautestuffbistro.com
925/229-0521

an
residents
themselves
to keep us
informed
on what's
g o i n g
on in the
rooms ...
We can
make reco mm endations
and suggestions ,
but often
it ' s from
student
to student
that things
happen ." .___ ___.
Courtesy of Paige Palmer

Wish

T·he Collegian
could be delivered to
yourinbox?
Sign up for our free email edition at
smccollegian.com/register!

FREE dessert tray with booking
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COONTZ: Author describes courage
of women to break out in work force
continued from page 1

Max Crowell/ COLLEGIAN

After the Election Commission witnessed
election fraud last week, they decided to
postpone the election until Fall 2011.
The Fall Election will take place on Septermber 12 and 13.
There will be opportunities to learn more about each candidate
in the fall.

c

Interactive Theater Pn:sents
Tuesday, May 10
4:00 p.m. -0:00 p.m.
Delphine Lounge
Contact the Intercultural Center

Contact Diane Bianchi

x8545

12:45 p.m. -.2:00 p:m.
6:00 p.m.... 7:30 p.m.,

International Graduation
Dinner
Tuesday, May 10
5:30 p.m. • 10:00 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact Susie Miller-Reid
x4316

x4706

Gael Awards Show
Wednesday, May 11

The Voiceless Ones
Wednesday, May l1

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

x8753

Winosaurs

Chapel
Contact Linda Baumgardner

Library

x4016

Contact Linda Wobbe

Gallery Thank you
11
5:00 p.m. -6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, May

WOW Welcome Ceremony
Tuesday, May 10
8:30-9:30p.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact Ann Clay

LeFevre 'Theatre

O:mtact Alexatl.dra canon
Coffeehouse
Wednesday, May 1I
8:00p.m. ~1 l:OOp.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact Reuben Greenwald
x4704

LCS Seniot Banquet
Wednesday, May 11
5:3() p.m.- .7:00 p.rn.
Soda Center
Contact Susan Parr
x4420

x4449

lIP End of Year Ceremony
Wednesday, May t 1

Food & Cnltnte Class
Wednesday, May 11
11:00 a.m. ~12:00 p.m.

6:00p.m. ~8:00 p.m.

Soda Center
Contact Karen Miller

Hagerty Lounge

x4165

(IC)
x8545

Sixteenth Annual Black
Graduate Celebration
Thursday/ May 19
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Soda Center
Contacrthe Inrercultural Center
(!C)

x8545
Fifth Annual Lavender Gtadu~
ate Celebration
Thursday, May 12

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Hagecy Lounge
Contact the Intercultural Center
([C)
x8545

Fourteenth Annual Latino
Graduate Celebration
Friday, May 20
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Chapel & Dzyden Hall
Contact the Intercultural Center
(lC)

x8545

Art Gallery

Contact Heidi Donner
x4359

Saturday; May 14
2:00p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact the lntercultutal Center

x4704

Dante204
0ontactEllen RigSby

Tuesday, May 10
7:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m:

NightinGaels Concert
Tuesday; May 10 •
8:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Chapel
Contact Linda Batimgardner
x4016

ads were ruled by the Supreme Court
to be illegal. 11 years later in 1984 was
it said that promotions could not be
decided by sex, and finally 1993 it
was ruled that sexual harassment on
the job was illegal.
Coontz told countless stories about
women whose husbands had an unfair amount of control over them and
how that was the norm at that time;
a woman's purpose was to serve and
please her husband.
She described the immense courage it must have taken for women
at this time to try and break out of
these roles and get a job or go to
college. Even though there are still
'mystiques' and prejudices surrounding both women and men today,
Coontz wrapped up her discussion
with the statement, "It is important
to understand how far we've come
and how far we can come."

pus Calendar

Spring Concert
Wednesday, May 11
12:45 p.m. ~ 2:00 p.m.
Thu.rsday,May 12
8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

x4232

history. Coontz also pointed out
that Friedan exaggerated the events
of the 1920s.
After a brief explanation of the
contents of Friedan's book, Coontz
moved on to her own writing. She
began listing examples of unfair
and completely sexist laws, to give
the audience an idea of what life
was like for women at the time. In
order for a woman to get a job, she
would have had to look in the 'Help
Wanted - Female section, as even
the 'Help Wanted' sections of newspapers were segregated by gender.
The jobs in these sections of course
differed as well, with the men being
given the opportunity for higher level
and more important jobs, and the
descriptions of the jobs for females included things like: "must be trim, well
groomed, and be beautiful." It wasn't
until 1973 that these sex segregated

The Lounge
Thursday, May 12
7:00p.m. -11:59p.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact Briana Ohene

x8317
Spring at Saint Mary's
• Saturday; May 14
8;00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.

Soda Center
Contact Gina Meneni
x4189

Class of 20U Undergraduate
Conune:ncenient
Saturday, May 21
9:30a.m. ·12:00p.m.
Stadium
Con.tact Bill Sullivan
x4322

Cap & Gown Pick up
Wednesday, May 11

Thursday, May 12
10:00 a;m. ~ 4:00 p.m.
Bookstore

Tenth Annual Asian.Pacific
American Graduate Celebration

Contact Leslie Fisher
x8300

Planning an
event?
Want it in The Collegian?
E~mail us

with the details of

your event at: smccollegian@
gmaiI.com.

This is the last issue
of this academic year. If
you ahve an event that

you would like placed in
the Campus Calendar for
the next academic year,
please send us an email.
The Collegian will return

August 30, 2011
Sorry, but due ta space limitatians we cannot list individuaJ club
meetings.

T uesday, May

10,

zon i
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Young people discuss road to becoming brothers, sisters, laity Representatives
Speakers describe unique processes toward joining respective religious orders offer insight
Coast Guard, and spent time called Boy's Town. Three years of to look towards the front of the
by liChHI Bruer
into marketing
in
Alaska before teaching at the bagging groceries later, he went Church, a blinding light met her
Former Editor-in-Chief
Last Thursday night in the
quiet of the Chapel, students
and other members of the Saint
Mary's community gathered to
listen to the stories of young men
and women who have experienced the call to become Catholic
brothers, sisters, and lay ministers
in a panel discussion titled "Listen With the Ear of Your Heart:
Stories and Sharing About Finding One's True Calling in Life. "
The speakers for the evening
included Brother Tony Baginksi,
FSC , novice for the Christian
Brothers, originally from Wisconsin, Brother Ken Kalinowski ,
FSC, novice for the Christian
Brothers, originally from Michigan, and Brother Lewis Harwood , FSC, novice for the Christian Brothers, from Australia.
Two sisters were also on the
panel, Sister Donna Maria Moses, OP, professed Dominican
Sister of the Mission San Jose,
originally from New Hampshire,
and Sister Mary Therese Perez,
OP, novice for the Dominican
Sisters of Mission San Jose, originally from Sacramento. Finally,
Denis Block represented a voice
from the laity, and is a graduate
of Lewis University in Illinois.
Block will complete his MBA at
Saint Mary's College in September and will remain here as part
of the staff for the Mission and
Ministry Center.
Each speaker spoke individually at first following an opening
prayer led by Brother Michael
Avila, describing the unique process they took to join their respective religious order. Sister Mary
Therese Perez described how she
received a degree in Music and
Anthropology from Stanford
before becoming an Ethnomusicologist in Washington D.C.
for the Smithsonian Museum .
She then found that through
teaching she could bring her
experiences into the classroom
and "be myself in the classroom."
As her life continued, she found
that the parts of her life that she
valued mirrored the values of
the Dominican Sisters, which
encouraged her to join.
Brother Tony had a path that
led him far away from religious
life: He spent 11 years in the

Coast Guard Academy for five
years. Brother Tony described
his motivations for entering the
Coast Guard: "I came in to serve
my country, and stayed to be well
paid." During the two years he

back to school at a Community
College at age 17. Brother Lewis
then spent some time at a Catholic boarding school, supervising
20-30 boarding students at a time
as they studied. After completing

and forced her to bow her head.
After speaking with the Mother
Superior of the convent, Sister
Donna came to realize that this
phenomenon occurred to demonstrate the importance of humility,

spent as a principal of a Catholic
high school, he became angry at
God and wondered to himself,
"What do you do when what you
really want to do isn't working
out?" As a Brother who joined
the Christian Brothers order late
in life, Brother Tony explains
that the process helped him "to
understand a little more how God
works through all of us."
Another vocation story is that
of Brother Lewis Harwood, of
Australia. Raised as one of nine
in a large Catholic family in the
town of Dubbo, Australia, approximately five hours from Sydney, Brother Lewis actually left
school at the age of 14. He spent
time in an eight-month program
which seeks to get young men
back in school or get them a job,

his studies at University, Brother
Lewis traveled back to Sydney at
age 22, wondering what his next
step would be. It was at that point
that he looked into the Christian
Brothers, and finally found a
fulfilling path.
Sister Donna Maria Moses,
similar to Brother Tony, spent
much of her life exploring other
careers before joining a religious
order. In 1990 she was the Vice
Principal of a high school in
Salinas while concurrently working towards her Doctorate at the
University of San Francisco.
After being told to just jump
into the process of being a sister,
she found herself in prayer with
the sisters one afternoon when a
strange thing happened. Every
time she began to lift her head

ax rowe
which she associated with the
bowing of her head. After some
time of searching for excuses, or
obstacles, to becoming a sister,
Sister Donna finally committed
to the Dominican Sisters.
Lastly, Brother Ken from Detroit explained the story of his
vocation to the Brotherhood as
one in which he always valued
the laughter of others. A jovial
man with a very spirited disposition, Brother Ken emphasized St.
Augustine's quote, "Our hearts
are restless until they rest you."
Each of the speakers expressed
their gratitude for the small
crowd in attendance , and encouraged the students and young
people to pray and concentrate
carefully on their own vocations
in life.

m

Provost, CCIE address es progress on inclusive excellence
Campus of Difference worksh ops, Wolmen's Conference aim to improve communication
by Jeannine Abusharllh
News Editor

The College Committee on Inclusive Excellence (CCIE) held
a town hall meeting in the Soda
Center on April 27. The purpose
of the meeting was to outline
Saint Mary's commitment to
embrace the values of inclusiveness, respect for all peoples, and
civil discourse. The Committee
shared their ideas on how to
become more of an inclusive
community in the future.
At the town hall meeting, the
Provost and Committee co-chair
Beth Dobkin reminded those

attendees of the inclusive framework that the campus adopted
three years ago. Dobkin noted
that the campus' efforts and
goals are not always well known.
Dobkin said the Committee
has grasped inspiration from
the Brothers of the Christian
Schools to figure out the importance of inclusion in completing the College's mission . Saint
Mary's has taken some significant steps in addressing those
goals. Provost Dobkin noted
some of the accomplishments
for the year: expanded support of the Interactive Theatre
Troupe, expanded workshops,

expanded opportunities for student artistic expression in places
such as the Women's Resource
Center, and a draft of a guide to
classroom conduct.
Faculty have gone through
many Campus of Difference
workshops to improve communication and other skills .
Additionally, the CCIE funds a
variety of inclusive excellence
proposals from faculty, staff,
and students.
Among the projects funded for
the inclusion of excellence were
the Wo/men's Conference: The
Crossroads of Social Change,
and the talk by Jimmie Briggs,

founder of ManUp, during De
La Salle Week.
The Town Hall meeting ended
with a brainstorming session
to determine tangible ways in
which attendees could advance
the CCIE's plan.
The Provost then summoned
the community to partake in
the procedures, with the goal of
creating a campus that embraces
inclusiveness as part of its identity, policies and practices.
The Committee dialogue
aimed to provide the College
with a framework for change and
helped them identify the necessary goals for improvement.

llY Jenrey Traeger
Contributing Writer

Last Tuesday, May 3, marked
Saint Mary's College American
Marketing Association's retail
marketing event represented by
Saint Mary's graduate Jessica Engberg of Nordstrom's and Stephanie
Mobly of Lucky Brand Jeans. Both
these retail outlets are among the
most successful in the fashion
industry and both Engberg and
Mobly offered insight on their
personal path in retail and gave
their opinions on what it takes to
manage a successful store.
Engberg, who manages an outlet
in Walnut Creek, illustrated how
Nordstrom has been uniquely appealing to a wide audience while
maintaining generally high-end
apparel as compared to their
competitors. An example is the
sometimes creative and customerfirst service policy that Nordstrom
famously implements in their
return policy. The fact is, there
is no return policy, and Engberg
humorously retold a story of Nordstrom taking back a tire in return
for some clothes.
Engberg also explained the
hierarchical structure of the Nordstrom workforce. As a manager,
she started her career as most working in sales. This work involves
relationship building with the
customer, upselling, and represting
the company's image. She stressed
how important this role is in the
company and described Nordstrom's organizational chart as an
inverted pyramid, where it is the
sales representatives who play the
most crucial role in the program.
Mobly, a San Francisco store
manager from Lucky Brand Jeans
focused much of her talk on the
importance of brand recognition.
Stores like Lucky Brand generally
focus a lot of time and effort into
developing campaigns that can
present images that are both appealing to new customers and are
recognizable. One of the main
challenges Mobly highlighted in
her talk was how stores have to
compete not only to appeal to
wider audiences but also to remain
consistent for returning shoppers.
Mobly also stressed how important it is to be passionate about the
industry for people who want to
"make it" in fashion. She pointed
out that it is very hard to "fake
it" in this business and the best
employees are often the ones who
are passionate about their work.
Both representatives mentioned
how social media is continuously
playing a crucial role in business;
both Nordstrom and Lucky Brand
have Facebook and Twitter. Nordstrom in particular has a very
lucrative dot.com business, and
wi-fi exists in all stores. They have
also begun experimenting with
mobile checkouts with iPhones.
Mobly emphasized how social
media has created a new facet of
more personalized marketing to
shoppers, as each customer on an
email list will get different information about new items according
to their purchasing history within
the store.
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Drunks, superheroes, wizards: this is summer
Prequels,
sequels, blockbusters abound in what is sure to be agood season for movies
bVThomasvo
Staff Writer

2011 's summer is looking
to be one packed with blockbuster hits, albeit mostly in the
form of prequels, sequels, and a
plethora of comic book movies.
The Hangover Part II: May
26th
The Hangover was 2009's
blockbuster comedy, following a group of four guys as
they have a raucous night in
Vegas. The Hangover Part 2 is
basically the same movie, but
in Thailand. The trailer makes
the movie look as funny as the
first. Although The Hangover
Part 2 has the danger of being a
rehash of the first movie, it will
likely do well as fans flock to
the second jnstallment.
X-Men: First Class: June 3rd
X-Men: First Class is a prequel to all the other X-Men mov-

ies. It follows a young Charles
Xavier (James McAvoy) and
Magneto (Michael Fassbender)
as they work together to establish a school fo.r mutants. Produced by Bryan Singer (director
of the first two X-Men movies)
and directed by Kick-Ass director Matthew Vaughn, X-Men:
First Class has potential to bring
the franchise back to a position
of comic book movie greatness.
Hopefully the cast and writing
will be able to redeem the series
from the last two films, which
were critical flops.
Transformers: Dark of the
Moon: July 1st
The third installment in the
Transformers franchise promises
to be more of the same, but with
one notable exception: no Megan Fox. The trailer presents an
action-packed CG robot frenzy
that seems to go above and beyond the first two movies. The

second Transformers movie, Revenge of the Fallen, had a very
thin plot that will hopefully be
remedied by this final installment. Regardless of the quality
of the film, it will no doubt rake
in a ton of money.

Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows: Part II: July 15th
Finally, after ten years and
eight films, the Harry Potter film
franchise will come to an end.
This movie is billed as the epic
finale to the series. Part I of the
Deathly Hallows felt mostly like a
drum roll for this explosive ending. Producer David Heyman
has said The Battle of Hogwarts
will last 30 minutes long, so expect some very cool interpretations of the novel. This will be
the biggest movie of the summer by my estimation.
Captain America: The First
Avenger: July 22nd

Following Thor, which was
released May 6, Captain America
is the next installment towards
the Avengers series. So far, Captain America is loQking to be a
more realistic looking take on
the comic book movie. The plot
basically revolves around the
battle between Captain America and The Red Skull during
World War II. The DC Universe and Marvel seem to be in
a head-to-head race for the best
action hero force (see X-Men:
First Class). Although I was always more of a Marvel guy,
there will undoubtedly be lines
out the door for the midnight
screening of Captain America.
The theaters will contain
nonstop sequels, prequels, and
comic books ; so if you don't
like the franchise, or have no interests in comic books, then this
summer might not have much
for you in the way of Hollywood movies.

Asian Cultural Night goes 'outside the box'
An n~?l.t;J.1~nt cel!bf2,,~~0 [!}~~~ £1JffE~Q,L~~J'tf2ty~~It~~~~,!~!~~~, '29~.Jl~Lf2!!!1~ Q~es
Staff Wri ter

Asian Cultural Night, sponsored by the Intercultural Center
and the Associated Students of
Saint Mary's College, opened with
a controversial and racist YouTube
video, where UCLA student Alexandra Wallace stereotyped and
made fun of the Asian culture.
The MCs of the show, Jeffrey
Aquino and Francisco Lopez,
asked us to keep this video in mind
throughout the night, which featured short plays, beautiful music,
cultural dance, and spoken word.
The theme of the night became
apparent in a short film, featuring
Eileen Lindly and Brittany Reyes,
who spoke of the trouble many
students face choosing one ethnicity to identify with on standardized

purpose of the night was to "ask
and encourage you to think unlike
the rest. Open your minds and try
looking through the outside lens. In
other words, try thinking 'outside
the box.'"
Indonesian, Korean, Indian,
Thai, Filipino, and Nepalese cultures were represented and showcased throughout the night, as well
as the American-Asian culture.
In the short skit "How Much
I Didn't Learn in Modern World
History," Justin Ilagan, Martin
Marquez, Hannah Thom, and
Thuy Phan showcased the Indonesian culture, and pointed out how
little time is spent on certain nonwestern cultures in world history
courses.
"Meet the Parents" highlighed

Central

Self..St.orage"

Chase Gilbreath, Anika Lee, and
Joe Rattay left the audience laughing as a son brings his Korean
culture home to his white parents,
who don't even know what Korean
BBQ is.
Yesenia Baires, Cynthia Garcia, Biney Mushiana, and Charli
Wagenman preformed Bhangra/
Bollywood Dance, showcasing the
Indian culture.
Vina May Giang wrote and preformed "This is Me," an empowering poem where she calls herself, to
much applause from the audience,
"I'm an asian chick, loud chick, 1don't-give-a-f"'*k chick."
"The Other Asian," preformed
by Chelsea Bendebel, Francis Lopez, Lan Nguyen, Pierre Nosce
and Anne Marie Vicencio, discussed the Thai culture, traditions,
and celebrations.
"Why Asian Parents Are Superior," written and performed by
Brittany Reyes, solicited tears from

her parents and how grateful she is
for the way she was brought up.
Filipino culture was highlighted
in the short skit "Filipino & American," starring Eileen Lindly, and
in comedian Jo Koy's YouTube
video, "Filipino Rant."
"Baby-sitting Disney Wannabes" spoke about the issue of
how Asian culture is represented
in pop-culture, specifically in the
Disney movie
Aladdin, with
the umealistic
portrayal of
Jasmine - everything from
her light skin
tone to her
pet tiger, and
the disrespectful use of a
prayer mat as
the magic carpet on which
Aladdin and

Jaycee
Casalnuovo,
Gabi
Dominguez, Dani Lacsamana,
and Fernanda Olivera showcased
Nepalese dance and culture in front
of a beautiful backdrop of stunning
Nepalese landscapes.
Alex Carbone!, a favorite singersongwriter at Gaelapalooza, performed "Untitled" and "Check
Yes," confronting stereotypes and
captivating the audience.

ONI MOllfrll Riii tTOUCll
•

Storage unit rentals 24 hours a day from our kiosk.

•

our virtual assistant Megan I• here to help you or use

•

State of the Art Video Survelllance and Door Alarms

•

Call today to reserve your storage unit!

•

Office open Tuesday - Friday 10 to 6, Saturday 8 to 4

our llve help llne to rent from our Kiosk anytime.

CENTRAL SELF STORAGE
3330 Mt. Dlablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA 94549

(925) 962-1940
Call now to make a reservation

George Watsky entertains the crowd with his fast rapping on Saturday at Gaelapalooza . M ax Crowell/TH E COLLEG IA N
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Pop queen and hip-hop king rule the summer
Lady Gaga, Death Cab for Cutie, and Lil Wayne round out this summer's new albums
bV Jazo Moises
Staff Writer

•

Lady Gaga

Death Cab for Cutie

Lil Wayne

Taking Back Sunday

Born This Way

Codes and Keys

Tha Carter IV

Taking Back Sunday

People and Things

Released: May 24

Released: May 31

Released: June 21

Released: June 28

Released: July TBA

Sure, it's very early in the
summer but why not start with
pop's currently reigning queen,
Lady Gaga. Her third studio
album contains 14 songs, including the anthem "Born This
Way," and her newest single
"Judas." Gaga's ever-evolving
electropop sound brings something new to the face of music
today. Though only a couple of
the songs are currently released
from the album, this is sure to be
a treat for music \isteners.

The first week of break is a
diverse one for music - we have
the mainstream electropop that
is Lady Gaga, and the indie rock
vibe of Death Cab. Washington-based Death Cab for Cutie
is releasing their second album
after being signed with a major
label right at the end of May.
The album's first single, "You
Are a Tourist," gives listeners
a whimsical, floating sound,
which resonates throughout the
entire album.

Following his release from
prison, the release of his eighth
album this past September, and
the success of the album's new
single ("6 Foot 7 Foot"), Lil
Wayne is ready to give hip-hop
listeners and fans more music
to listen to. After the failure
of his rap-rock album Rebirth,
Lil Wayne needs to prove once
again why he is a strong force in
today's music scene and hopes
to just that with this album.

I remember hearing about
them back when their first album, "Tell All Your Friends,"
came out. After some lineup
changes in the band, they are
back to their original lineup for
their fifth album. Taking Back
Sunday is famous in the world
of alternative rock. With their
first single "Faith (When I Let
You Down)," this album promises to give fans the sound that
they've been missing.

The piano has been an easily accessible instrument, from
classical to acoustic. Alternative rock group Jack's Mannequin perfects the art of the piano, and takes it to a whole new
level. After a 3-year period with
no new music, leading vocalist
(and cancer survivor) Andrew
McMahon and company are
ready to deliver some new hits,
like "My Racing Thoughts" and
"Restless Dream," which have
both been previewed at concerts.

Jack's Mannequin

Branagh's Thor is fairly good, nothing godly
So Ii ~~.{La rou ns!J~£~~t~e"l(V~~~X, qj~<teP oinm~~.~ [!2,obror:l~~ints~~~!a,~~<:!!E!
Editor-in-Chief

Kenneth Branagh is more
known for his work with Shakespeare, and it only seems fitting
that if he was going to direct a superhero movie, it would be the one
about the big Norse God. And to
Branagh's credit, Thor is well done,
with a strong cast, decent fight
scenes and some clever humor.
What holds Thor back from claiming a seat at the Superhero movies
God's table is its script, which is
at times inconsistent, corny and
campy. It's a shame since you could
see the makings of a very strong
movie, but it certainly falls short of
anything godly.
Thor (played by a hunky and

to be crowned to the throne of Asgard when a few Frost Giants (old
enemies) try to steal back an ancient artifact that Thor's father had
taken from them. Thor, against his
father's wishes, goes to the Frost
Giant's world and-post massive
butt-kicking-starts up the old war.
Odin (Thor's father, played by Anthony Hopkins), hoping to teach his
son a lesson about leadership, strips
Thor of his power and tosses him
(and his mighty magical hammer)
down to Earth. It's there that Thor
meets the gorgeous astrophysicist
Jane (Natalie Portman) and tries
to regain his Hammer and thus his
powers. Meanwhile, Thor's brother
Loki (played by Tom Hiddleston)

The actors all know their roles
and work well with them. Hemsworth grows from an angry testosterone-driven monster into a selfless, understanding hero. Portman
brings out the humor in Thor's
situation-she offers a real, natural counterpart to his self-assured
God while at the same time representing a girl completely out of her
depth. The one confusing character
is Loki-he jumps around from
best friend to villain to sympathetic
character to jerk in the span of 20
minutes-and while Hiddleston
does a strong job with what he's
given, the script leaves Loki out to
be a nutter.
One of the best parts of the

Manchester Orchestra's new album rocks

Simple Math's layering of sounds, sincere lyrics show group's progression
bV Carlo Sosa
Contributing Writer

Manchester
Orchestra
Simple Math

Manchester Orchestra's third
studio album, Simple Math, is not
just your straight-up rock record.
The songs in this album seem to
have a lot more depth and diversity than the band's previous releases. The band also mentions
that this is a concept album,
which mainly revolves around
the divorce of lead singer Andy
Hull. The songs do not seem to
string together seamlessly, which
defeats the purpose of a concept
album, but they still make for a
good listen.
The first track, entitled "Deer,"
is a fitting beginning to any album. It is a simple song that sums
up the album's direction with the
use of just Dull's vocals that show
off his sentimental and vulnerable side, with a guitar and soft
ambient tones in the backgrouD:d.
"Pensacola" and "April Fools"
come soon after and unleash the
alt-rock sound of the band, reminiscent of Jimmy Eat World. The
former, in particular, adds a fun

little twist by including trumpets
and a drunken bar group singing
section shouting "Alcohol, dirty
malls, Pensacola, Florida bars"
towards the end.
The next three tracks are
· th.IS record ,
wh at really shine m
for they show more intricate
and well thought out song structures. "Pale Black Eye" changes
the pace of this record from the
previous in-your-face tunes to a
ballad-like tempo that seems like
the background music for a movie
character's low point in a film, the
part where he goes to a bar, gets
drunk, stumbles out and wanders
the street aimlessly.
Showcasing Manchester Orchestra's ambitiousness is the
next track, entitled "Virgin."
This track includes plenty of different elements including a little
monologue to begin, a children's
choir, and harmonizing vocal layers. Still, the song never reaches
a climax that could be exp.ected
from such an intricate song, and
doesn't stand out as much as it's
supposed to.
Title track "Simple Math"
comes afterwards, and is arguably
the best track of the record. The
sincerity in Dull's voice, the excellent dynamics in the song, and the

beautifully arranged string sections all come together to make
the power-ballad that every rock
record needs.
The end of this record disappoints, though, for it consists of
three low energy songs that J·ust
seem weak compared to the previous tracks. "Leave It Alone"
sounds very similar to "Simple
Math," but is less inspiring and
includes string sections that just
seem overused and clichect. "Apprehension" just drags along
without any real dynamics to it.
Concluding the album is "Leaky
Breaks," a 7 minute song that attempts to drown the listeners in
different guitar tones and textures
and a soothing vocal melody, but
it gets repetitive and forgettable
and doesn't leave a lasting impression.
Simple Math is defmitely one of
the better rock records out there.
Granted, it's not like their previous albums, but it's got many different elements that keep listeners
interested and the more exceptional songs more than make up
for the end of the record, which is
somewhat lacking.

Thor's sudden mortalhood. Thrust
into human society with only his
godly notions to go on, Branagh
and company did an excellent job
in keeping it both light and enjoyable. But the movie loses itself with
the script flaws which pop out and
break flow. The best example of this
comes after a significant fight scene:
Jane weeps over an injured Thor,
who of course recovers and trashes
the baddies. He then turns around,
mustles rippling, glistening in his

Jane. And the best the script team
could do was "You look good"?
Moments like these, where the
writers seem to channel their inner Joss Whedon, keep Thor from
being a seriously strong film. The
movie is littered with potholes in
the script that destroy an otherwise
smooth ride. Overall, Thor is an enjoyable movie, but just a few script
problems away from possible divinity.
Grade: B

SA IS
SAINT MARY'S
STORAGE PLACE
ONE RATE COVERS
3 ENTIRE MONTHS
ON ALL 4' X 6' UNITS!
• We have a complete line of boxes &
packing supplies
• Download afree packing & moving
booklet from our web site
• We're open 7days a week 9am - 6pm
ofc., 7am-6:45pm yard
• You can order boxes, rent a unit or
make your payment an on line
• Take a tour a/ SA, receive a FREE St
Mary's Gaels Rally Towel as our "Thanks"!

LOCKERS AS LOW AS $25 I MO. MANY OTHER UNITS REDUCED
DURING APRIL AND MAY ONLY, HURRY & RESERVE YOUR UNIT
WHILE THEY'RE STILL AVAILABLE!*

USE OUR FREE VAN.TO
MOVE IN - JUST CALL
TO RESERVE IT!

455 M9RAGA ROAD, SUITE F

(925) 631-7000
www.5Aspace.com

Grade: B
Download: "Simple Math"
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Letters to the Editor
In Response to Michael Bruer's editorial "My years at Saint Mary's College"
I want to preface what follows
bellow with a caveat: This is not
a personal attack against Michael
Bruer; it is merely an attempt to encourge ethical journalistic standards.
In your last editorial you address
an issue that brings back nostalgic
memories of Sharon Arata ; if
you recall, she is the woman who
claimed Saint Mary's is "Catholic in
name only." If you do not, I suggest
you read Joy Makin's response to
Arata, which we published in The
Collegian last spring.
Moving on, the spurious slander
you spread on the WRC, the GSA
and the BASH fails to provide
anything of substance in support
of your invective. For example, you
claim the ""WR.C is diametrically
opposed to the Catholic Church"
- a conclusion you draw based on
"rumors" you have heard. Without any concrete or circumstantial
evidence, you implicate the WRC
for secretly encouraging students to
seek an abortion. (A little birdy told
me they also sell nuclear weapons to
terrorists, too).
All satire aside, why pick on
women , Mike? Why brand the
WRC with a Scarlet Letter based on
hearsay? Unless you can prove what
you say, talk of rumors only belies
your lack of respect for those you
"hear" about from "others."
This is, sadly, a recurring theme
in your editorial. Take, as exhibit,
what you said about the GSA, "Our
Struggle" and the BASH. Here
again, you cite "rumors" and the
"anecdotes of others" to validate
your critique and criticisms. However, citing "rumors" and "anecdotes"
as "evidence" just diminishes your
credibility. The lesson I hope you
take from this is that you need evidence to support such claims - not
empty rhetoric.
In terms of the "obscene bias" of
the administration, I have no clue
· what "liberal leaning" means. Is it a
new dance? If so, can you teach me
how to do the liberal-dougie?
Jests aside, I assume you mean
to intimate Saint Mary's has been
taken hostage by liberals (and tigers
and bears - oh my!). Such an assertion is false. To begin, you cite a
mere three "illustrations" to "prove"
our college is "liberal leaning" as if
only three speakers have came to
Saint Mary's since 2006.
Ayers was a bad idea - I concede
that . However, though I loathe terrorism and terrorists, Ayers broke no
laws when he came to Saint Mary's.
Simply stating that Steinem is proabortion does not mean she is antiCatholic. There is a "diametrical"
difference between the two, which
you conflate. As far as Kennedy
Townsend is concerned, all I have
to say is: No, Obama is not more
Catholic than the Pope.
Finally, the correlation between
the administration's "obscene [liberal] bias" and the decline in alumni
donations is dubious, at best. There
are many other reasons why donations may be down, such as a recent
financial crisis.
Instead of taking aim at others,
perhaps it is time to live up to our
belief in an inclusive community.
James Brock, Class of201 l

In Response to Michael Bruer's editorial ''My years at Saint Mary's College"
After reading Michael Bruer's
editorial in which he expresses
his extreme disappointment in his
college experience, my initial reaction was anger. How dare he call
Saint Mary's Catholic "in name
only" when the evidence he cites
is nothing more than rumors and
narrow minded presumptions? He
attacks on-campus groups such as
the Women's Resource Center, the
Gay-Straight Alliance, and "Our
Struggle is Tied with Yours" for promoting anti-Catholic behavior and
showing a "lack of understanding
of basic Catholic teaching," but fails
to comprehend that the purpose of
these groups is to uphold the Lasallian core principles of creating an
inclusive community and demon-

In R esponse to Michael Bruer's
editorial "My years at Saint Mary's
College"
I read with dismay and sadness
Michael Bruer's editorial of May
3. As an editor-in-chief Mr. Bruer
represents all members of our
community. It is a responsibility
I am sure he bears with the most
profound journalistic ethics.
Mr. Bruer makes several serious
omissions in pursuit of his clear
rhetorical strategy. He insinuates
that the Women's Resource Center is engaged in anti-Catholic underground condom distribution,
a basic falsehood . If our students
wish to practice birth and STD
control, they don't need the WRC
to direct them. His words distract
from the work of the dedicated

strating respect for all persons. He
implies that it is through "his experience and the anecdotes of others"
that he gains the authority to single
out the GSA as a "breeding ground
for anti-Catholic sentiment,'' but I
have to wonder if Bruer has ever
even attended a GSA meeting or
bothered to converse with members
of "Our Struggle" to really understand the requests and actions of
these groups. I highly doubt it. He
passes judgment without knowledge
and condemns without understanding, and the only individual Bruer
exposes as being Catholic "in name
only" is himself. His editorial accuses the Saint Mary's administration of having an "obscene bias"
and "liberal leanings,'' using a few
carefully selected examples of past
"controversial" on-campus speakers
to back his allegations. But Bruer

neglects to mention important
events such as the annual Convocations honoring extraordinary
Lasallian volunteers. This year's
recipient of the honorary doctorate
degree, Brother Augustine Boquer,
was the president of De La Salle
University-Dasmari:ii.as and De La
Salle-Health Sciences Institute in
the Philippines, and discussed the
importance of "faith committed to
action" is his acceptance address. Or
speakers such as Shane Claiborne,
a preacher who spoke at SMC this
Jan Term and challenged students to
live out the lessons of Jesus and the
Bible in their everyday lives. These
glowing examples of Catholic faith
and philosophy are absent from
Bruer's bigoted rant. I said my first
reaction to this editorial was anger,
and while I feel that most people
have a right to be outraged by his ri-

diculous, self-important blathering,
my own anger was quickly replaced
by pity. I feel sorry for you, Michael
Bruer. Because if you truly feel that
Saint Mary's is not a "true Catholic
University," then you have failed to
reap any of the benefits this school
has to offer. If you haven't learned
from your years here how to open
your mind to diverse points of view,
see the good in those different from
yourself, or even simply how to
voice your opinions without being
incredibly insulting and offensive,
then you have wasted your time. I'm
only sorry that you didn't transfer
when you had the chance, because
it sure is a shame for Saint Mary's to
waste a diploma on someone who
has no appreciation of its value.

staff to educate around issues
of self- empowerment, student
health and wellness, sexual assault and awareness, and dating
violence. He includes the Gay I
Straight Alliance as one of the
"blatantly anti-Catholic organizations" on campus. He writes
"from my experience and the
anecdotes of others, I have found
it to be a breeding ground for
anti-Catholic sentiment." I take
offense at the term "breeding
ground, " a rhetorical strategy
dependent on images of infection, disease and contagion. In
a subsequent conversation I was
heartened to hear Mr. Bruer
speak about the good work of
the GSA to make students feel
welcome on campus and to foster
inclusive community. In accord

with the many diversity clubs on
campus, the GSA is dedicated to
making the campus a safer and
more inclusive ~nvironment, a
goal surely in concert with Catholic social teaching. If any member
of our GSA attacks, demeans, or
targets individuals or groups, the
organization immediately deals
with the infraction. I understand
the concern that students who oppose Prop 8 might be considered
to be making " anti-Catholic"
statements. However, these students are exercising their critical
thinking skills to challenge the
political ends to which Church
teachings are being used. I believe
I am correct in assuming that it
is possible to oppose Prop 8 and
also consider oneself devoutly
Catholic. Many students that I

work with come fro·m Catholic
backgrounds, students who , in
the most generative ways , are
working to integrate their deeply
felt religious selves with other
aspects of their identity. Seeking
guidance within our Catholic
intellectual community, I've encountered a range of perspectives
and have been honored to meet,
engage with , and direct students
to many generous and intellectually gifted members of our community. We don't always agree,
and these dialogues continue.
I am heartened that Mr. Bruer
and I have begun a dialogue of
our own.

Joy Makin, Class of2011

Reid Davis, Professor of the
Performing Arts and Ethnic
Studies

Examining reactions to Osama's death
Tyrant bin Laden's death brings America solace

STELLAR REPUTATION. DYNAMIC PROGRAMS.

bv Krvsta Worthen
Staff Writer

he death of the world's most
wanted terrorist, Osama bin
Laden, came as an exciting victory
late last Sunday night as the news
went viral. Facebook statuses, text
messages, Tweets, and blog posts
all circulated the news before President Obama had a chance to make
his speech.
When he did
speak, Obama
announced to
the country
that bin Laden
was killed by
an American
bullet, in a
gunfight in his
secret mansion
in Pakistan.
As soon as
the news broke,
celebrations
erupted around the country. Huge
crowds of people gathered in New
York and Washington D.C. People
were cheering the death of this terrible man. But is this really an appropriate reaction? Of course there is a
sense of comfort and closure knowing that such a dangerous man is no
longer in the picture, but is celebrating
really the right thing to do?
Bin Laden's death reignited the
patriotism that has dwindled since
9 I 11. It has brought our country
together as photos of that terrible day
in 2001 began to resurface and closure was offered to all those affected
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by the attacks. These celebrations in
the streets can be looked at in two
ways. One, that we are celebrating
the death of a human being. Because
even though we are not sad, there
are still people mourning his death,
and by celebrating, we as a nation
are promoting violence and death,
or rejoicing in a loss of life.
On the other hand, these celebrations can
be looked at
as victory celebrations and
not necessarily
as a celebration of death.
While death
is the cause
of this patriotism, it is
important to
look at what
bin Laden's
Courtesy o f debateitout.com death means
for the country. We have been
looking for this man for ten years,
and we finally found him. This is
an important accomplishment for
our country, and an important step
towards the end of this long war.
While there will always be disagreement in this country over anything and everything, it is important
for the country as a whole to see
Osama bin Laden's death as an
important event in history as well as
the war. This man's death brings the
possibility of peace and an end to the
war, and that possibility is certainly
a cause for celebration.
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OPiNioN
Native Americans fight diabetes by walking
Francisco and others work to solve reservation health probe/ms by marching across country
by Anthony Goni
Cheif Copy Editor

D

iabetes runs rampant
throughout Native American reservations. After being shuffled
from place to place, many reservations end up on land that is unfit
for farming and lacking in many
resources for building stable and
healthy corrµnunities. Instead of being given workable land, tribes are
infiltrated by fast food corporations
that in some cases offer the only real
jobs on reservations. Due to the poor
state of the reservations and the few
jobs available, they are beaten into a
state of apathy that has led to an unhealthy lifestyle that is killing them.
I recently raet with Christopher
Francisco, a Native American mau
who is trying to inspire his people to
take action and advocate for healthier

lifestyles and better eating habits.
Francisco has organized a sort of
walk-about that started in Portland,
Oregon and ends in Washington
D. C. This event, called The Longest
Walk, is the third in a series of similar
walks, which began on February 14
and will end on July 8. On this final
day, the group will march on the
National Mall and hold a diabetes
benefit powwow.
This 5 ,400 mile hike is taking
Francisco and about fifty of his
followers across all of the northern
reservations in hopes of inspiring
his fellow natives to walk with him.
In past Walks there had been several thousand walkers who marched
through the northern states. There is
a second group of Native Americans
that left from San Diego. This group
is visiting all of the reservations and
Native American communities in

the south. Both groups will meet up
in Washington DC a few days before
their rally to regroup.
When I met Francisco, he seemed
particularly unaggressive in his stance
on how the government treats his
people. He made it clear to me that
his goal is to raise awareness about
diabetes. It seemed that his goal was
more about getting his people to exercise than a call to help out Native
Americans.
During our talk he sounded resigned to the idea that he has to
make the best of what he has to
work with. Saddled with poor land
and mediocre jobs, he said that most
Native Americans' best hope for
living comfortable and healthy lives
is to leave the reservation and adapt
to a world that is very different from
their own. This walkabout isn't just a
means to help his people live healthy

lives but also to help them live on the
reservations in their communities as a
way of preserving their culture.
Instead of lobbying the government for better living conditions on
the reservations, Francisco has asked
his people to write letters to state officials and had requested to meet with
state representatives. At of the time
of our meeting, Francisco said that
he had only received a few responses
to letters he had written and that he
didn't have any takers for a meeting.
While his intentions are noble and
making an impact in his community,
it is worrisome that more is not being
done about the difficulties that Native
Americans are facing. I doubt that
Native American issues will be hot
topics in the upcoming presidential
elections and it is a shame that these
people have been put in such a dangerous and difficult position.

Political Cartoons
WITH
KATIE
COURIC
LEAVING1
WE'LL
NEED TO
FIND A
REPLACEMENT...

AND
ABOVE ALL1
SOM,. ONE
WHO LL
OOST
ATINGS.

R

TMIL Tll•"l:S · P•cA YUN E
© 1.
0
'
I

SOMEONE
FROM WITHIN
THE CBS
FAMILY...
PROBABLY
AGUY
THIS TIME...

~ NEWS
~VrfNG
WITH

CHARLIE
SHEEN

Courtesy of USBICEF Cartoons

Women fight
rape with
'Slutwalks'
by Katie Poner
Opinion Editor

"Women should avoid
dressing like sluts in
order not to be victimized." These
are the words from a Toronto Police
representative that emaged women
on an international level. In response
to the Toronto Police's attitude toward sexual assault, women in three
different countries have started series
of protests entitled "Slutwalks."
The first Slutwalk took place in
Toronto on April 3. On the blog
slutwalktoronto.com, the protest's
organizers said that they were walking to confront the "rape culture"
prevalent in modern society and
end the trend of blaming the victims
of rape and sexual assault. They
say, "Historically, the term 'slut' has
carried a predominantly negative
connotation . .. And whether dished
out as a serious indictment of one's
character or merely as a flippant
insult, the intent behind the word is
always to wound, so we're taking it
back. 'Slut' is being re-appropriated."
And they did just this on the
streets of Toronto. Both women and
men marched, carrying signs that
said "Society Teaches 'Don't Get
Raped' Rather Than 'Don't Rape.'"
Many women also wore mini-skirts,
lingerie, and other revealing articles
of clothing to show that a woman
shouldn't be raped just because she
shows a little skin.
Since then, numerous other cities
have imitated the protest, either holding or planning Slutwalks. Slutwalk
London took place on April 10, and
Slutwalk Boston took place last Saturday. The first California Slutwalk
will be held on Saturday, May 14,
in downtown Santa Cruz, with Bay
Area, San Diego, and Los Angeles
still in the works.
So, what's the big deal? Why have
the words of one policeperson in one
city caused umest in three different
countries? It's because this isn't a
reaction to one person's words; it's
a reaction to an entire culture. A
culture where a woman gets blamed
for being attacked and where her rape
case is thrown out because of her sexual promiscuity. Because, of course,
she was "asking for it." This attitude
is even present here at Saint Mary's
College. If any female student claims
that a male student sexually assaulted
her, her claims are ignored and swept
under the rug by the school, and she
usually disappears from campus. The
male typically goes un-punished.
And those are only the women that
have the courage to speak out.
Now, the word "slut" is very provocative, perhaps conjuring negative
images for some readers. However,
it should be kept in mind that this
word has been used to label those
women who choose to have and enjoy
sex. What's so wrong with grown
women having safe, responsible sex?
Nobody has a problem when a man
does the same thing. Using the word
slut as a slur is only perpetuating the
double standard on sexuality that
is present in our society. In reality,
a slut is a strong, sexually liberated
woman who isn't afraid to confront
the double standard. We shouldn't
be punished for the violence inflicted
upon us.
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Why the Sharks could win it all

Playoffs are lackluster without Lakers
Less compelling teams now take center stage
by Michael Bruer
Former Editor-in-Chief

by George Robles
Sports Editor

The San Jose Sharks are now
in their 20'h season as a franchise
and have been everywhere from
dead last in the NHL to one
of the top teams. Recently,
they have been recognized
as a powerhouse: making the
playoffs every year since 2005,
but have · failed to get over the
hump of reaching the Stanley
Cup Finals.
After starting off the year
with a new goalie behind the
net, Finland native and last
year's Stanley Cup winner, Antti
Niemi, the Sharks struggled
to find their identity. It looked
like they were going to miss
the playoffs after being only
a few games above .500, halfway through the season. It was
not until late January when the
Sharks began to roll and would
finish the season as Pacific
Division Champions.
The playoffs have not been
kind to the Sharks in recent years
as they were swept in the thirdround, four games to zero by
eventual Stanley Cup winners,
the Chicago Blackhawks. This
year could be different for San

Courtsey of ESPN.com

Joe Thornton scores in overtime in game six to win the first·round series
against the LA Kings.

Jose as the Sharks have a better
chance than ever to be the ones
hoisting the cup at the end of
the playoffs.
First of all, the momentum
coming into the playoffs was
something unseen from any
previous Shark teams, going
25-4-4 since January lS'h. Many
previous years the Sharks started
the season strong but seemed to
lose gas towards the end of the
season which has been blamed
for many early playoff exits.
Secondly, the Sharks have
proven they can play like a
team. In the first round against
the Los Angeles Kings they
made what is being considered
one of the best comebacks in
NHL playoff history when they
scored five goals in the second

period in game three after
being down 0-4, and won 6-5
in overtime. No other Sharks
team would have been able to
make this comeback with such
a fantastic display team effort.
Lastly, they can win on the
road. This is important because
most other previous Sharks
teams would have excellent
home records but would lose
away from home. They took
all three road games from the
Kings in the first round and will
look to use that momentum
as they seek to finish off the
Detroit Red Wings.
In this 20'h season for the
Sharks there would be no better
milestone for this franchise
than to add their first · Stanley
Cup to their resume.

As Angelinos witnessed the fall
of the Phil Jackson dynasty on Sunday, and Laker haters around t}l.e
nation celebrated happily, the rest
of the basketball world took note:
these playoffs (which began with
fascinating storylines) are quickly
taking a tum for the worse. Even the
possibility of a Celtics comeback in
their series against the Heat does not
have enough intriguing plot lines to
keep the average fan interested.
Granted, I am a Laker fan and
have been for some time now, so
bias notwithstanding, I am confident in stating that the playoffs have
become a whole lot less interesting.
The Heat look to be in prime position to move on to the Eastern Conference Finals, and most likely will
encounter the youthful Bulls under
newly awarded Coach of the Year,
Tom Thibodeau. The West has the
aging Mavericks, who no doubt are
a quality team with a number of role
players that have done their job in
defeating the two-time defending
champs. However, Dallas, whose
average age comes in just under
30, at 29.5, is not exactly a loveable
team, by any stretch of the imagination. Jason Kidd, at 38, could be
the father for some of the younger
players still in the playoffs, and then

you have Dirk N owistki. I mean
who wants to root for a 7'0 German anyways? Not this basketball
fan, that's for sure.
The Lakers ' downfall is unfortunate for many, and simply a
dream come true for many more,
but ultimately it is to the demise of
basketball fans. The rekindling of
the most revered basketball rivalry
in history (Celtics, Lakers) not only
brought back fans from yesteryear,
but it provided NBA enthusiasts
with a chance to witness a historical battle reborn with modem aged
players. Even when the Lakers
were not facing off against their
beantown rivals, the NBA finals
were fun to watch. Up until being
swept by Dallas, the Lakers were,
second to the Heat possibly, the
most hated team in basketball.
The existence of a team that fans
hate and love to hate makes for
excellent entertainment, and,
ultimately, compelling basketball
games.
The lone redeeming aspect of
the playoffs may rest in the high
hopes of the young Oklahoma
City Thunder, a team which has
enjoyed its NCAA basketballesque atmosphere at home, much
to the chagrin of its playoff foes.
The only hope for an interesting
finals matchup now is that the
Thunder outperform the Mavericks and show the league just how
talented their young stars really are.
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WTENNIS: Gaels to face USC in NCAA

Cortesy of smcgaels.com

Senior Alex Poorta went 8·0 in

wee

play route to POY honors

The Gaels will face
No. 18 USC in the first
round of the tournament
on Saturday in Berkeley
at 9 a.m. The Trojans
are led by All-American
Maria Sanchez who is
ranked number two in
the nation for singles.
"Playing USC will
be particulary exciting
as we have never played
them , and it gives us
another shot against a
top-20 program. Our
team loves competing
against the best, so they
are looking forward to
it," said Alipaz.
If Saint Mary's can
pull out a win they would
face the winner of UC
Berkley or Boston University on Sunday.

BASEBALL:Cal Poly, LMU this week
continued from page 12

Cortesy of smcgaels.com

Troy Channing hit a homerun in a 8·3 loss against Portland.

Barraclough (5-5) took the loss
after he threw six shutout innings
but allowed a lead of homerun in
the seventh to cut the lead to 2-1 .
He ended up pitching 8.0 innings
giving up three runs on six hits,
three walks and eight strikeouts.
In the eighth inning Portland's
Ben Grubb singled to open up
the inning, moved over to second
on a sacrifice bunt and scored on
a double by Kramer Scott to tie
the game. The next batter Kevin

Armijo doubled to score Scott, to
take the lead 3-2.
Saint Mary's scored a run each
in the fifth and sixth innings to
take the 2-0 lead. Sophomore Patrick Wisdom and Toby DeMello
picked up RBis in the game.
In the second game, sophomore
Martin Agosta (5-5) threw eight
shutout innings to lead the Gales
to a 1-0 lead. In eight innings, he
gave up eight hits without allowing a free pass and striking out six.
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The Gaels scored the eventual
winning run on a sacrifice fly in
the fifth inning. DeMello lead off
the inning with a single, moved to
second on a bunt, and scored on a
sacrifice fly by Kalfus.
Portland pitcher Chris Johnson
(2-4) took the loss pitching 7 .1 innings giving up a run on seven hits,
three walks and striking out five.
The Gaels will return to action
today when they host Cal Poly at
Louis Guisto Field at 3:00 p.m.
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Graduating Seniors from Saint Mary's Spring
Season:
I
Baseball:
Dorsey Ek (San Diego, CA)
Justin Fazio (Rocklin, CA)
Michael Gastelum (St. Helena, CA)
Tim David (Portland, OR)
Softball:
Maryanne Cronin (La Palma, CA)
Tiffany Gonzales (Hanford, CA)
Lacrosse:
Ciara Breckenridge (Novato, CA)
Luaren Lahey (Folsom, CA)
Hannah Rooke (Bloomsfield Hills, MI)
Women's Tennis:
Alex Poorta (Amsterdam)
Claire Soper (Tuson, AZ)
Rowing:
Talor Balian (Sacramento, CA)
Michelle Burns (Fontana, CA)
Marrah Galvin (Falls Church, VA)
Laura Kocourek (San Francisco, CA)
Jacqui Lindo (Roxbury, CA)
Jillian Parlee (Pleasanton, CA)
Molly Chow (Melo Park, CA)
Jordan Bonadio (Pheonix, AZ)
Men's Cross Country:
Bradley Alban (Thousand Oaks, CA)
Mark Blucher (Salinas, CA)
Women's Cross Country:
Tess Grannemann (Hoquiam, WA)
Men's Tennis:
Youssef El Bouzkouri (Morocco)
Gerald Ellison (Seattle, WA)
Lucas Tirelli (France)
Golf:
Richard Conlin (Richmond B. C.)
Eric Grimberg (Portland, OR)
Henrik Holm (Norway)
PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Alex Poorta
Tennis
Senior Alex Poorta
was named wee
Player of the Year
after going an impressive 8-0 in wee
play. She will look to
lead the Gaels in the
NCAA Tournament
this Saturday against
USC.
Courtesy of smcgaels.com
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Go Gaels!

Softball sweeps Santa Clara to end season
Offense explodes as Gaels dominate Broncos over weekend

Senior Alex Poorta
named wee P. 0. Y.
bv George Robles
Sports Editor

It has been an amazing week
for the Saint Mary's women's
tennis team as they received an
at-large-bid to the 2011 NCAA
Tournament. The Gaels are currently ranked 42"d and have an
overall record of 13-9 heading
into the big dance.
Head coach Lisa Alipaz said,
"We are thrilled to make the
tournament for the second year
in a row. It is a fantastic accomplishment considering how
strong our conference was this
year and getting an at-large-bid
is extremely hard to do. I'm so
happy for our players, we have
been through a lot on and off
the court."
They are led by senior Alex
Poorta, who was named WCC
Player of the year after having
a 14- 7 overall record and an 8-0
record in conference play. She is
the first Saint Mary's player to
win the prestigious award and
was also named WCC All-first
team for the third consecutive
year.
Sophomore Catherine Isip
was also named to the All-first
team after having a 14-5 singles
record. Also, senior Claire
Soper was named to the WCC
All-second-team and freshman
Jenny Jullien was given honorable mention honors.
This is the second year in
Gael history that they have
been to the NCAA tournament,
including last year when they
would fall to Arizona State University in the first round.

WTENNIS, pn

Junior Amelia Mcintosh had a career-high five RBl's on three hits in a 9-3 win over Santa Clara.

bv George Robles
Sports Editor

The Saint Mary's softball
team swept the visiting Santa
Clara Broncos this weekend
with an offensive explosion to
end the season. On Saturday the
Gaels won by scores of 5-4 and
9-3 and on Sunday with scores
of 11-1 and 10-1.
In the first game of the series,
back-and-forth scoring was the
story of the day until senior
Tiffany Gonzales hit a walk-off
homerun in the bottom of the
eighth inning for the victory.
The Gaels were down by two
runs in the fifth inning when

infielder Mandy Camuso hit a
two-run shot to tie the game,
4-4. Pitcher Jessica Lemon
earned the victory after pitching
1.2 innings and striking out four_
Saint Mary's also got a two hit,
two RBI game from Brittany
Sabatini which included a solohomerun in the second inning.
Game two of the day went
very well for the Gaels as they
would score five runs in the
sixth inning to go on to win 9-3.
They were led by a career day
from Amelia Mcintosh, who
had three hits and five RBis
and Tiffany Gonzales chipped
in with two hits and two RBis.
Audrianna Solari earned the

win as she threw 4.1 innings and
only giving up one earned run.
The Gaels used the momentum from Saturday to come out
strong for the double-header
on Sunday where they would
dominate the Broncos in both
games. Lemon earned her third
win of the year with a dominating pitching performance while
only giving up three hits. Saint
Mary's scored ten runs in the
second inning highlighted by
two RBI doubles by Rebecca
Sabatini en route to the dominating victory. Catcher Megan
Smith had four RBis on the day
and Michelle Mounts added
two.

The second game of the
afternoon was no different, as
the Gaels scored eight runs in
the seventh inning, capped off
by freshman Christine Torrise's
grand slam. Tiffany Gonzales
chipped in with two RBI's off of
two hits. Pitcher Jessica Lemon
earned her second victory of the
day as she only allowed four hits
and one earned run.
The Gaels end the season
with a 15-23 overall record and
11-9 record in PCSC play. Sunday's late game was also senior
day for Maryanne Cronin and
Tiffany Gonzales. who finished
their stellar careers as Saint
Mary's Gaels.

Baseball earns one win against Portland in series finale
Offense struggles in home series against the Pilots, now 6-9 in wee
bv Trisha Ravmus
Staff Writer

The Saint Mary's (19-24, 6-9
WCC) baseball team hosted the
Portland Pilots (17-24, 6-6 WCC)
in a three game series last weekend. They dropped the season
opener on Friday 8-3, and on Saturday, the Gaels split the double
header by losing the first game
3-2 and winning the nightcap 1-0.
On Friday, the Gaels entered
the seventh inning with a 3-0 lead,
but could not hold on for the win
as Portland scored eight runs in
the last three innings to hand the
Gaels an 8-3 loss at Louis Guisto
Field.
Anderson (6-5) cruised through

the first six innings, retiring 15
of the first 17 batters he faced.
He only allowed one hit through
the first six innings, but the Pilots
broke through to score a run in
the seventh. They then tacked
on three more runs in the eighth
to take the lead with some clutch
two-out hitting. With runners on
first and second and two outs in
the eighth, Turner Gill extended
the inning with an RBI single.
Matt Mardesich then stepped up
with the hit of the game by driving home the tying and go-ahead
runs with a double to left field.
For the afternoon, Anderson
pitched 8.0 innings, allowing
four runs on seven hits, and eight
strikeouts. Portland countered
with Kyle Kraus (4-4) who earned

the win. He went 8.1 innings, surrendering three runs on nine hits,
and striking out eight.
Saint Mary's took the early lead
in the first inning. Sophomore
Brenden Kalfus lined a double to
right field, moved to third on a
balk and scored on a sacrifice fly
by sophomore Patrick Wisdom.
They got two more runs in the
fourth on a two-run home run by
Junior Troy Channing.
On Saturday, the Gaels played
a double header dropping the first
game 3-2 and then shutting out the
Pilots to end a six game skid 1-0.
In the first game, the Gaels
got out to a 2-0 lead, but were
unable to hold on. Junior Kyle

BASEBALL, pn

Courtesy smcgaels.com

Martin Agosta threw a shutout against Portland to earn the 1-0 win.

